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 Musical family always on the move.. 
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New Generation is appearing at YOUR CHURCH NAME HERE, Sunday, DATE at TIME services. The family music group travels North America nine months of the year. Shown are (from left) Garrett, Elise, Cathy, Kirsten, Evan and Lloyd Vandenberg.



When the Vandenberg family rolls into town in their 45-foot Prevost coach Saturday the comparisons to the Partridge Family might seem obvious.

But scratch below the surface and you'll see that this is much more than the iconic pop music family of the 1970s television sit-com.

Lloyd and Cathy along with four of their six children are New Generation, appearing Sunday morning at the SERICE TIMES services at CHURCH NAME in YOUR TOWN NAME.

The message, spun from Lloyd's own admission that he was addicted to pornography, is one of freedom from whatever is holding people captive. 

"I know what it's like to be in church and be bound up," he said in a telephone interview this week. His story may seem particularly startling, but Lloyd says people with any type of addiction seek freedom. It's not just porn or drugs or alcohol he adds, it's any type of hang-up that makes one feel bound.

It will be a powerful and hard-hitting story, but told in a way that's appropriate for a family audience, promised Lloyd. There's a great deal of humor and the group's cover-versions of contemporary Christian songs set the stage.

Criss-crossing North America to tell that story is the family's full-time job. Before that Lloyd and Cathy were part of another generation, travelling for 20 years with her parents as part of the Phillips Family. 

They've appeared in various places all over Canada, and the United States en route to YOUR TOWN HERE. Next month they’re down the road to wherever the bookings lead. (See their schedule here www.ngministry.org )

The family lives on money raised at their appearances, free-will offerings, a small group of benefactors and sales of their music. 

Two grown children, Deanna and Katelynn, have graduated from the family bus but all of the offspring have been or are currently involved in the ministry. Garrett is 14 and plays the drums. Kirsten is 10. Evan is eight. Even two-year-old Elise makes a contribution.

Sacrifice? "Certainly," says Lloyd. The children travel about 20,000 miles in nine months of the year, are home-schooled - make that bus-schooled - and perform to new audiences in new towns every week.

Many friendships begin and end inside a few days, he says, and the rules are different at every place they perform. "You have to have the heart of a dove and the skin of rhinoceros," to adapt to the constant change of scenery says Lloyd. Even little Elise has learned to take it all in stride. "When we have to get up to sing," says Lloyd, "whoever she's sitting next to is who's taking care of her."

The payoff for the entire family, says Lloyd, is seeing people leave with a sense of release. "We live to see people set free."
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